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SUB J : BOTSWANA INTEREST IN U.S. ASSISTANCE IN PRODUCING A FILM 
ON BOTSWANA 

REF: GABORONE A-15 

1. POST HAS BEEN APPROACHED INFORMALLY BY INFORMATION OFFICER 
(IO) IN OFFICE OF INFORMATION REGARDING POSSIBILITY OF U.S. 
ASSISTANCE IN PRODUCING A 30-MINUTE 16MM COLOR FILM ON BOTSWANA. 
REQUEST FOR U.S. INVOLVEMENT HAS BEEN APPROVED BY CHIEF INFOR- 
MATION OFFICER AND COORDINATOR OF 10TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
(IN CONJUNCTION WITH WHICH FILM WILL BE SHOWN) BUT NO HIGHER 
AUTHORITY HAS BEEN OFFICIALLY INVOLVED IN PROPOSAL. IO SAID 
THAT PROPOSAL WAS BEING MADE AT THIS LEVEL TO AVOID AN 
OFFICIAL TURNDOWN AT A HIGHER LEVEL IN MORE FORMAL MANNER. 

2. FOLLOWING IS VERY BRIEF SYNOPSIS OF PROJECTED FILM PRO- 
VIDED BY IO: "THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY FILM OF INDEPENDENCE OF 
BOTSWANA WILL TELL THE STORY OF 10 YEARS OF DEVELOPMENT. IT 
WILL FIRST SHOW THE SITUATION IN BOTSWANA 10 YEARS AGO AND 
NOW; SEVERAL ACHIEVEMENTS WILL BE SHOWN IN EDUCATION, 
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AND WATER SUPPLIES. THE NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN, ITS POLICY 
AND OBJECTIVES, WILL BE EMPHASIZED." 

3. IO HAS PROVIDED BUDGET ESTIMATE FOR FILM OF RAND 12,000 
(APPROXIMATELY $15,000 - POSSIBLY LOW). 

4. REQUEST COULD PROVIDE EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY FOR U.S. TO 
PARTICIPATE IN MAJOR BOTSWANA PUBLIC RELATIONS EFFORT, IN 
LINE WITH COURSES OF ACTION RECOMMENDED IN CURRENT YEAR PARA 
(REFAIR): THAT WE "FOCUS MORE ATTENTION ON BOTSWANA THROUGH 
PUBLIC STATEMENTS, ENCOURAGE MORE COVERAGE BY THE INTERNATIONAL 
MEDIA, AND PROVIDE GENERAL PUBLIC RELATIONS ASSISTANCE." 

SYNOPSIS WOULD ALLOW US TO HELP FOCUS ATTENTION ON THIS MODEL 
MULTI-RACIAL DEMOCRATIC STATE WITH BASICALLY FREE-ENTERPRIXE 
ECONOMY AND EMPHASIZE U.S. DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS HERE. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: CONSIDERATION OF AND ADVICE ON 
POSSIBILITY OF USIS PRODUCTION OF SUCH A FILM AS A CONTRIBUTION 
TOWARD THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION BY THE REPUBLIC OF 
BOTSWANA. 

BOLEN 
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